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Blue Knights SC-1 

“Ride with Pride” 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM APRIL’S MEETING 

The April 10th meeting day ushered in beautiful weather with 25 present for 
the meeting. Recent rains had cleared the air of the heavy pollen, the sun was 
shining, and people were ready to ride! (Bob Bailey rides 250 miles round trip 
and Ron Russell rides 269 round trip to attend meetings!) 

There were several guests present at the meeting.  
· Tommy Hartle, a retired Highway Patrol Officer, came with Robert Smith.  
· Eric Sternberg, General Manager of Thunder Tower Harley-Davidson, was present to introduce himself to the mem-

bership.  
· Lisa Harris, also of Thunder Tower H-D, issued a challenge to the chapter to participate in Thunder Tower’s “Hogs & 

Hot Rods Night” from 6-10PM on the third Friday of each month through October, 2010. Through attendance, show-
ing a bike or hot rode at the show each month, as well as participation in games and events, motorcycle clubs can 
win points, giving them a chance to win “Riding Club 
Challenge of the Year”. Lisa also shared that in cele-
bration of Thunder Tower’s fourth birthday, a celebra-
tion that includes vendors has been planned for the 
weekend of May 21-23. A huge fireworks display is 
planned for Saturday night, May 22, which will rival 
any fireworks display offered in the Columbia area in 
the past! Contact www.thundertowerharley.com for 
complete details for both events. 

Report Highlights  

In his absence, Treasurer Chip Brown submitted the financial report through President Bill McKinzie. The chapter began 
March with a balance of $3814.74, income of $211, expenditures of $546.32; and ended the month with a balance of 
$3,479.43. Bill informed the chapter that $75 had been given in memory of Dave Black’s sister. 

Membership Committee Chairman Leon Cureton reported that the committee met on Tuesday, April 6, at the home of 
David and Jeanne’ Crump. The group made phone calls to former chapter members to ascertain their eligibility status 
and to invite them to rejoin the Blue Knights. 

Road Captain Randy Book informed members of several chapter ride opportunities. The first is the Christian Motorcycle 
Association’s Annual Food Run on Sunday, April 11. Knights are asked to meet at McDonald’s on Hwy. 378 and I-26 to 
travel as a group over to the parking lot of Carolina Pottery on Highway 1 (see more on page 3).The second is the “Ho 
Chi Minh Trail Ride” on April 17: an event that is part of the 1st National Vietnam Era Veteran’s Homecoming April 17-24. 
This ride, sponsored by the Celebrate Freedom Foundation, is to help raise funds for veterans of the Korean & Vietnam 
conflicts to travel to Washington, DC, to see the those memorials. Knights who would like to participate in this ride are to 
meet at Flying J at 9AM on April 17. Another ride opportunity was also brought before the chapter: Blue Knights SC-VII 
(Greenwood, SC) will host a ride on Saturday, April 17. 

(continued on next page) 
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(Continued from previous page) 

Old Business  

To promote social events that would include wives and significant others (but not both at the same time!), Jeanne’ 
Crump, our Activities Chairman, is working on arrangements for the chapter and guests to enjoy an evening boat ride 
around Lake Murray on the Southern Patriot. If this event is well attended, she’s willing to see about having the chapter 
participate in a dinner cruise around the harbor area down in Charleston. Scotty and Melda Scott have graciously offered 
their home for a 4th of July cookout and pool party. More details will be made available as they are known. 

Several chapter members have made plans to attend the SRC in Sarasota, Florida, April 29-May 2, A group will be leav-
ing from the parking lot at Maurice’s Barbecue on Hwy. 378 and I-26 at 7:00AM on  Wednesday morning, April 28. 

Sickness & Distress  

* Dave Black and family, in the recent unexpected death of his sister. 
* Randy Book’s son, Dwayne, who is now out of the hospital and in the VA system. 
* Leon Cureton’s mother, who has cancer. 
* Elbert Jordan’s sister, Ernestine Mapp, who has been placed in hospice care. 

Other  

Ron Russell won a wallet and Bob Bailey won a fleece blanket in the door prize drawings. (See, it pays to ride long dis-
tances to the meetings!) Robert Smith won the 50/50 drawing and graciously donated the $28 prize back to the chapter. 

Dick Scott announced he is selling his 1987 Harley Tour Glide Classic. The bike has a dark cranberry and burgundy 
color scheme, lots of chrome, and LED lights as well. If interested, contact Scotty.  

After-Meeting Ride  

Following the meeting, a group of 15 enjoyed the beautiful weather and took road the back roads up to Clinton, SC, for 
lunch at the Blue Ocean seafood restaurant. As usual, the Blue Ocean didn’t disappoint! 
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THE BEACON!!!!  

It was a very cold start (low 40’s) for the ride to The Beacon in Spar-
tanburg, but the weather improved by the end of the ride (low 60’s). 
However, cold weather didn’t keep seven Blue Knights from the 
March 27th ride. The food is famous around those parts, and there is 
an unique style of ordering you’ll just have to experience for yourself 
to understand. 

(Top row, left to right: Brian Jennings, Jim King, Robert Smith. 
Bottom row, left to right: Tom Miller and Gordon Loube. 
Not pictured: Bob Bailey and Bill McKinzie)  

Left to right: BK SC-I President Bill McKinzie & 
CMA President Harry Hopkins 

BK member Gordon Loube placing food on scales. 

Representatives from Blue Knights SC-1 
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Blue Knights Newsletter 
 
Diane McKinzie, Editor 
1128 Three Dog Rd. 
Chapin, SC 29036 

2010 OFFICERS 
 

President: Bill McKinzie 
Vice-President: Tom Vacula 
Secretary: J.T. Wright 
Treasurer: Chip Brown 
Past President: Dave Black 
Directors: Leon Cureton 
 Don Curtis 
 Richard Scott 
Chaplain: Robert Smith 
Road Captain: Randy Book 
Quartermaster: Melda Scott 
 

GENERAL MEETING  
INFORMATION 

 
Time: 10:00am 
 
Date: Second Saturday  
 of each month 
 
Location: 
 2nd Floor Meeting Room 
Thunder Tower Harley-Davidson 

 (take Exit 82 off I-20)  
 NEXT MEETING: 

May 8, 2009 

WEAR YOUR COLORS 

www.blueknightsc1.org 
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By the time you get this, I and others from our chapter should be in Sarasota, Florida, attending the Southern Region Conference (SRC). I 
will have a report for you at our May 8th meeting. This is my first opportunity to represent you at SRC as your president, and I must admit 
the past four months have been educational. I would like to personally express my appreciation to Dave Black, Tommy Pye, and other past 
presidents of our chapter. There is more to this “president game” than meets the eye; however, I consider it an honor and thank you for your 
confidence. 

On another note, please closely watch for Blue Knight news information coming to you by e-mail and on the chapter’s webpage calendar. 
The month of May has several events planned. They are the SRC in Sarasota on May 1st. Friday, May 7th features a chapter ride/parade for 
the SC Combat Veterans Group to honor our nation’s veterans. On May 8th, we will have our monthly meeting and after-meeting ride to 
Shealy’s Barbecue in Batesburg.  Hopefully, members of the BK SC-III (Charleston)  will join us that day. On May 28th, we depart for our 
annual Murphy, NC, Ride. Stay tuned for more information on this, which is always a fun event sponsored by David and Jeanne’ Crump. 
As always, you can expect some changes and additions to the ride calendar throughout the month, so be on the look out. If you have ques-
tions, you can call me at 803-413-6340. 

Finally, I personally want to express a “Happy Mothers’ Day” to the mothers in our lives and within the chapter. 

 Yours in brotherhood, 
 Bill 


